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Just one. Those two words have been in the
back, and sometimes at the forefront, of all my
thoughts since | have been in Fort Collins, Colo-
rado.

Church planter Nate Templin of Inside Out
Church said during one of the first times we met

hi m, Ailf you guys <could
|l ationship wi t h someone
Christ, t hen y ou have

He did not mean that we are to limit ourselves
to only one relationship this summer. Rather, he
would prefer that we make one genuine, lasting
friendship with a lost person that could impact
them for eternity than multiple surface
friendships that we do not take the time to in-
vest in. The goal is ultimately to find those who
would never normally set foot into a church
building to bring them the redeeming love and
truth of Christ to create a community of new
believers that will spread out sharing their
story. Investing in one person has a long
effect that will last after we are gone so

that the truth will continue to spread. Just one
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i“ person-could multiply. into- two, two could
- multiply into four, four into eight, and so on

being very low, there is no way that we could
even make a dent in the staggering statistic in
our short time this summer. However, we can
touch at least one life through the grace of God,

= and that person will be here for the long term to

spread truth to more people in this area.

God brought one of J
that really helped me better understand why |
should value even just one life being changed.
Jesus tells the story of the lost sheep in Luke
15:3 -7. In this parable a shepherd leaves 99 of
his sheep to find the one that was lost. When he
finally finds him, he brings him back to his
maeiolbors, and feioiges, hat the, g has been

S@R% He cppnares s to how mychy more joy

thege sqin he@,vcanuoyer onjs lost soyl repenting

than over countless pe

that feel no need to repent. Just one sheep.
So after hearing that spoken by a fellow

Christ -follower and reading the parable of the

|l ost sheep in Godds word,

am here this summer has been shaped. Now |

know that | will never be able to go back to life

as before without applying this. | do not have to

be in Fort Collins, Col o.

his lost sheep extends to every area. No matter

where God calls me, | can never belittle the

immeasurable value of even one life.
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Sunday, September [Sth
:30 pm 0 5:30 pm

Gouthside Baptist
620 Horsetooth
Colins
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having such a greater i mpact
reaching far beyond us.

Wi t h only 45 percent of t h
population having ~any faith involvement
whatsoever ~and the overall faith receptivity
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] In our journey to move to Fort

Collins as church planters, my hus-
«_ & band and | have been overwhelmed
at the workings and power of God.
My search for a job in the Poudre
School Di strict

| had been told that the odds were

| stacked against me since there are
two colleges nearby and the school
district receives thousands of teaching applications each
year. After waiting weeks for openings to be posted, sev-
eral positions were finally posted and | began emailing
my resume to each school. | emailed the first one at
8:07 pm. At 8:23 pm, | received a phone call from the

%

Little did | know at that time, but | only saw a small
part of the miracle. God had been working for weeks,
months, and even years to prepare me for this job. The
week after accepting the position over the phone, my
husband and | drove up for a whirlwind 3 day trip so |

w a scould attgmé new teacher traimgd dlsis is when | began
miraculous blessings in this process.

to learn about the full extent of the miracle that | was

living. | learned that there were literally 285 resumes
printed and in a stack that the first grade teachers had to
go through. The Texas connection | had with the princi-
pal was only a small part of what encouraged them to
look over my information. They had decided on strict
requirements for this position and, as they told me those
requirements, | was amazed that their list matched my
resume perfectly. Every educational experience | have

principal. | complimented him on his prompt response to ever had matched their requirements for this job! God

my emai l and, with a thick hadleenngreparing ene thepughl even &petidnce fof 6 m
only calling 6cause | saw yosuchwteasthiso Texas Tech and | 6m
from West Texas! I 611 d o anyBohkesiany320621r-AidNowe ¢lo d/f and who The at

Texas connection with this principal was only the first
connection | made with this school. The open position
and school curriculum were perfect fits for me and,
thankfully, they asked to interview me over the phone.
Soon after, they called and offered me the job!

measurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us, to Him be the glory in

the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for

ever and ever! Amen. o
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-~ the pursuit church

Pastor/Staff & Wives

-

We hope your summer is going well. Things
have been fast and furious for us in Colorado,
but it has all been so much fun.

God has grown The Pursuit Church launch
team to 34 adults and 20+ kids! We have hosted
five mission teams in the past two months from
Yorktown Baptist, LakePointe Church, and Fellowship Bible Church.

The first of 3 preview services held June 27th had 98 in attendance,
the second, held July 25th had 81 in attendance.

Thank you so much for all the love and encouragement you send our
way. Please don't forget to pray for us as this new church begins; we
desperately need your continued support and prayers.

Thursday
Aug 12th
@ Noon

Cbrnerstone
Baptist
Windsor

Please RSVP by Monday, August 9th

970.532.1083 or office@Ipba.us
~Alan Reed, Church Planter in S.E. Fort Collins~




